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SUBJECT: KOFI AWOONOR’S TRIAL CONTINUES 

REF: ACCRA 6031 

1 . KOFI AWOONOR'S TRIAL ON CHARGES OF HARBORING BRIGADIER KATTAH 
AND HELPING HIM ESCAPE MOVED BEHIND CLOSED DOORS AUGUST 25 TO HEAR 
TESTIMONY FROM TWO PROSECUTION WITNESSES WHO HAVE BEEN CALLED 
BECAUSE OF DEFENSE CHARGES THAT A STATEMENT AWOONOR MADE TO POLICE 
JANUARY 10 WAS OBTAINED THROUGH THE THREAT OF VIOLENCE. THE 
PROSECUTION IS SEEKING TO HAVE THE STATEMENT INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE 
AT THE TRIAL. THE PROSECUTION ASKED THE COURT TO SIT IN CAMERA SO 

AS NOT TO DESTROY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE WITNESSES WHO ARE 
APPARENTLY UNDERCOVER SECURITY OPERATIVES. AWOONOR'S COUNSEL 
PROTESTED THE MOVE, BUT HE WAS OVERRULED. 

2. IN AN EARLIER SESSION, THE COURT HEARD TESTIMONY FROM A 
PROSECUTION WITNESS WHO SAID AWOONOR WAS WITH BRIGADIER KATTAH WHEN 
KATTAH ASKED THE WITNESS TO DRIVE HIM INTO TOGO FROM THE GHANAIAN 
BORDER TOWN OF AFLAO. LATER, A STATEMENT AWOONOR MADE TO SPECIAL 
BRANCH INVESTIGATORS DECEMBER 31 WAS READ. IN THE STATEMENT 
AWOONOR SAID THAT ALTHOUGH HE AND KATTAH HAD A SERIES OF 
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ABOUT A MILITARY TAKEOVER. AWOONOR'S ATTORNEY OBJECTED TO THE 
STATEMENT BEING READ BECAUSE AWOONOR WAS IN CUSTODY AT THE TIME IT 
WAS TAKEN AND HE HAD NOT BEEN WARNED THAT IT MIGHT BE USED AGAINST 
HIM. THERE WAS NO SUGGESTION THAT THIS STATEMENT HAD BEEN MADE 
UNDER DURESS. 

3. AWOONOR IS BEING TRIED IN A SPECIAL COURT THAT HAS BEEN SITTING 
IN ACCRA, WITH THE SAME PRESIDING OFFICER. SINCE SHORTLY AFTER THE 
COUP IN 1972. THE COURT WAS ESTABLISHED TO HEAR CASES OF MINOR 
SUBVERSION LIKE SMUGGLING AND HOARDING. THE GOVERNMENT APPARENTLY 
THINKS AWOONOR'S TRANSGRESSIONS FALL IN THAT CATEGORY. THE SPECIAL 
COURT APPEARS TO BE A CROSS BETWEEN A MILITARY AND CIVILIAN COURT 
TRAILS ARE CONDUCTED UNDER CIVILIAN LAW, BUT THE PRESIDING OFFICER, 

A MILITARY MAN WITH A LEGAL BACKGROUND, IS BOTH JUDGE AND JURY. 

4. NO MORE HAS BEEN HEARD ON AWOONOR'S PETITION TO BE RELEASED ON 
BAIL AND IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT HE WILL REMAIN IN CUSTODY FOR THE 
DURATION. LINEHAN 
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